The Eastern Question

This attitude on the part of the Albanians alarmed the Com-
mittee, which feared if the threat were carried out this would
be an excuse for Austrian armed intervention.   Negotiations
thereupon took place with the Albanians of Verisovitch.
These joined in with the revolutionary party and a telegram
was sent to Abdul Hamid demanding the revival of the
Constitution of 1876.    On July 23rd, Major Enver Bey and
the Committee proclaimed the Constitution at various places
in Macedonia, and the 2nd and 3rd Army Corps which were
stationed there threatened to march upon the Capital.   Abdul
Hamid  promptly proclaimed the  desired  Constitution in
Constantinople on the 24th and appointed Said Grand Vizier.
He summoned a Parliament, guaranteed personal liberty and
equality of rights to all his subjects irrespective of race or
creed, abolished the censorship of the Press and dismissed his
army of 40,000 spies.   There was great fraternisation.   The
Cross and the Crescent embraced each other.   Paris, London
and even Berlin applauded.   But the Emperor Francis Joseph
and the Czar of Russia were a little sceptical.   A new Turkey
would create a barrier to Austrian pretensions in the Balkans
and put a break on Russian ambitions there.   The defence
of Christians in the Near East would become a mere historic
recollection.   In September the political programme of the
Committee made its appearance.   Universal suffrage ;  elec-
tion of two-thirds of the Senate by the people ;  ministerial
responsibility;   the right of the Chamber to initiate laws ;
civic  equality of all Ottomans ;   liberty of learning and
associations ; compulsory military service for all; regulations
governing  the  relations  between industrial workers  and
employers.   The European Powers expressed their confidence
in the new regime by withdrawing their control from Mace-
donia.    None the less Austria-Hungary decided the moment
had arrived to put an end to her provisional occupation and
trusteeship of Bosnia and Herzegovina and to assume full
ownership.    She thereupon announced her annexation of
these Turkish provinces on October 6th.   Simultaneously
Prince Ferdinand of Bulgaria, who had no intention of
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